information about many aspects of the social, economic and cultural history of this part of Scotland contained in this book. It is well written in readable English by someone who is obviously personally attached to this site which he has investigated for many years. It deserves the attention of those who profess an interest in palaeopathological diagnosis and would also be of use to those with a wider interest in historical aspects of disease.
Managing the Behaviour of Animals
Pat Monaghan and David Wood-Gush, eds 258 pp £30.00 ISBN 0-412-29980-1 London: Chapman & Hall, 1990 This multi-author work is concerned not with behaviour per se but with 'managing' it in order to improve animal productivity or to produce other changes which are beneficial in terms of welfare or conservation.
There is a comprehensive Introduction which outlines the aims of the book and explains some of the principles of ethology. The remainder of the book is divided into three parts. The first, entitled 'Manipulating Behaviour', consists of three chapters which cover foraging behaviour, social behaviour and communication. The second, 'Improving Productivity' has two chapters, On aquaculture and agriculture respectively. The third part, On 'Animal Welfare', discusses first the welfare of farm and captive species and then behavioural problems in companion animals.
The reader of this review may well ask 'What is the relevance of this book to me?'. To veterinary surgeons and others who come into regular contact with animals it is of value since it helps explain how we can solve some of the problems of animal management in a rational and humane way. But even medical and dental graduates, who deal solely with Homo sapiens, will find the contents of interest -partly because they will recognize in many behaviour patterns of animals traits that they see in their own patients and partly because all of us, regardless of our discipline, bear some responsibility for the way we treat the living world around us. This is an interesting and thought-provoking book which illustrates well how animal problems must be approached in a scientific and logical fashion. J E COOPER
Senior Lecturer in Comparative Pathology
Royal College of Surgeons of England, London Brain Fluids and Metabolism G A Rosenberg 208 pp £30.00 ISBN 0-195053249 Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1990 This book has been developed from a lecture course to medical students and house staff at the University of New Mexico School of Medicine. It includes a classical account of the anatomy and function of the brain fluid compartments and blood-brain barrier, together with technical sections on modern methods for studying normal and pathological brain function, in particular PET scanning and NMR. The style is straightforwardly didactic, with statements of 'fact' rather than expositions of evidence, which leads to a slightly dogmatic tone. However, On the whole this is an accurate and reliable account of the science behind a complex field, and in areas where controversy exists (eg the question of the validity of the astrocyte/neuron glutamate/GABNglutamine compartmentation model), some effort has been made to present differing views. The book will be of most value to trainee and practising neurologists and neurosurgeons, who need a framework of anatomy, physiology and physics in order to understand diagnostic techniques, and to develop strategies for treating patients. Thus a straightforward account of the biochemistry of cerebral metabolism leads into a discussion of anoxia, ischaemia and the treatment of stroke, and the complications of head injury and brain oedema are seen in the context of the normal pressure and volume regulatory mechanisms within the cranium. N J ABBOIT Physiology, Biomedical Division King's College, London WC2R 2LS
